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Christmas Flowers 2025

Marilyn Caruso	In loving memory of Carol & Edward Knauff, and Eleanor & Palmerino Caruso

Vicki MarkAnthony	In loving memory of Joe, Sally, and Mike MarkAnthony, Christina & Joseph MarkAnthony, Dorothy & Colin Simpson, Bruce & Colin Simpson, Stella & Leo Gavril 

Karen Emanuelson		Ginger & Cliff Emanuelson

Sandy Breyan	In loving memory of Nick Breyan

Russ & Amy Bailas	In loving memory of Tod & Dot Bailas and Helen & Robert Baumbach
In thanksgiving for Morgan & Sandra Bailas and the Baumbach Family

Molly Adams			In loving memory of Katie Mullowney and Tony Adams

Katie Tressler	In loving memory of Will Tressler, Ella & Donald Tressler, Eleanor Brown, Donald & Amelia McCann, Helen, Tom, Gloria Hennigan, Mary McCann and Gary Bradicich, Don, Mike, Michael McCann, Martha McCann, Peggie Plosa, Agnes & Frances Donovan, Aracy Beth Belcher, Cindy Rohr-Blyth; for ALL deceased members who had worshiped here since the inception of Christ’s Church – those who donated the land, those who were involved in the planning & building here, those known and unknown who had shared their Time, Talent, and Treasure, faithfully serving Christ’s Church. 

In thanksgiving for my family and my grandchildren: Colman, Tiernan, Clara, & Tristan & Baby Faye on the way; for Rev. Katy Piazza; for our Supply Priests, the Senior and Junior Wardens; Vestry Members, our Organist/Parish Secretary, Choir, teachers, parents and students of CCNS, Committee Members, our Church Members and their Precious Children.

James & Deborah Swann	In thanksgiving for the Swann and Mrotek family

Margaret Silvestri	In thanksgiving for my grandchildren: Maggie, Joseph, Will and Julia Maselli; Adriana, Cordelia and Kyla Silvestri

Peg & Bob Ellwanger 	In thanksgiving for our grandchildren: Ella & Danny Carlucci and Kevin McCahey

Diane McCann	In thanksgiving for Emerson Mae Zukauskas and Matthew John Zukauskas

Cathy Cody	In loving memory of Marge & Nick Kowtko, Catherine Nevilles, Mary Renehan, Catherine Shannon

John & Mary Gennarini	For family, living and deceased

Dennis & Holly Pryor	For the Pryor and Turner families

Claire Wilkes			In loving memory of Milton Coward, Rosalyn Wood, and Raymond Wilkes

Marina Philips		In thanksgiving for our two granddaughters, Talia and Nora


Prelude			     Sussex Carol  /  In Dulci Jubilo  /  Deck the Halls

Processional Hymn    		         Once in Royal David’s City         		            Soloist: Amy Strachan

1. (Soloist): Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her Baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, the scorned, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy.

3. We, like Mary, rest confounded
that a stable should display
heaven’s Word, the world’s creator,
cradled there on Christmas Day,
yet this child, our Lord and brother, 
brought us love for one another.

4. For he is our lifelong pattern;
daily, when on earth he grew;
he was tempted, scorned, rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child who seemed so helpless 
is our Lord in heaven above, 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone.

6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing round,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
Where his saints his throne surround: 
Christ, revealed to faithful eye, 
set at God's right hand on high.








The Word of God

Celebrant:	Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People:	You come to your people and set them free.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant:	God be with you.
People:	And also with you.

Let us pray: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word and Sermon: A Christmas Pageant

The First Reading										        (Please be seated)
It happened in the days of Herod the king that the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a maiden betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the family of David. The name of the maiden was Mary.

The angel appeared to her and said, “Hail, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. You are blessed among women.” When she saw him, she was startled at what he had said, and wondered to herself what this greeting could mean. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. You are to have a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God shall give to him the throne of his forefather, David. He shall rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  
Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, seeing I have no husband?” The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you so that the child that is born shall be called holy, the Son of God.” 

Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord.  Let it be as you have said.” And the angel departed from her.


Carol #1				                   Lo, How a Rose

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of weather, 
when half spent was the night.


The Second Reading
It happened that in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus (the emperor in far-off Rome) that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria).

Everyone went to be taxed, each to his own city. And Joseph, also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, in Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, for he was of the house and family of David, to be taxed with Mary, his wife, who was soon to have a child.


Carol #2				  O Little Town of Bethlehem				                 (Please stand)

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
    how still we see thee lie!
    Above thy deep and dreamless 
    sleep the silent stars go by:
    yet in thy dark streets shineth
    the everlasting light;
    the hopes and fears of all the years 
    are met in thee tonight.
  
2. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
       descend to us, we pray;
       cast out our sin and enter in,
       be born in us today.
       We hear the Christmas angels
       the great glad tidings tell;
       O come to us, abide with us, 
       Our Lord, Emmanuel!


The Third Reading 								                                        (Please be seated)
So it came about that while they were there, the time arrived for her child to be born.  And she brought
forth her first-born son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.


Carol #3				                  Away in a Manger			                  Soloist: Ella Carlucci         
    

The Fourth Reading
There were, in that same country, shepherds, staying in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were very afraid.

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for I bring you good news of a great joy, which is coming to all your people.  For to you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ, the Lord. And this will be a sign to you: you will find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

Carol #4					   The First Nowell


1. The first Nowell the angels did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. In fields as they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Refrain
2. They looked up and saw a star    
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. Refrain

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell
Born is the King of Israel
 
The Fifth Reading
Suddenly, there was with the angel, a multitude from Heaven, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth toward all whom he favors.”

Carol #5				   Angels We Have Heard on High			                  (Please stand)

1. Angels we have heard on high 			2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee?	
singing sweetly through the night,	     		Why these songs of happy  cheer?	
and the mountains in reply				What great brightness did you see?	    
echoing their brave delight. Refrain			What glad tiding did you hear? Refrain
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Sixth Reading										         (Please be seated)
The Shepherds said to one another, “Let us go into Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  They went with all speed, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger.

Carol #6			                         Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow


1. There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn,
Rise up shepherd and follow,
It will lead to the place where the Christ was born,
Rise up shepherd and follow. Refrain
2. If you take good heed to the angel’s words,
Rise up shepherd and follow,
You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds,
Rise up shepherd and follow. Refrain


Refrain: Follow, follow, Rise up shepherd & follow.
Follow the Star of Bethlehem, Rise up shepherd & follow.

The Seventh Reading
And when the shepherds had seen it, they went about telling people what had been told to them about this child.  And all who heard it marveled at the things which the shepherds told them.

Carol #7					         The Friendly Beasts 		                  (Sung by the children)

The Eighth Reading
Now, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the days of Herod the king, certain wise men from the East came to Jerusalem.  “Where is the new-born King of the Jews?” they asked.  “For we have seen his star arise, and have come to worship him.”
The Ninth Reading
And the star that they had seen rise went before them till it came to the place where the young child was, and there it stopped.

Carol #8					          Great Big Star	   		                 (Sung by the children)

The Tenth Reading
When they saw the star, they were exceedingly glad.  They went into the house, and when they saw the young child with Mary, his mother, they fell down and worshipped him.  They opened their treasures, and presented to him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Carol #9				                    We Three Kings		                 (Please join during the refrain)


1. (Kings) We three kings of orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  Refrain

2. (Caspar) Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again, King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. Refrain

3. (Balthazar) Frankincense to offer have I: Incense owns a Deity nigh prayer and praising, all men raising worship him God most high. Refrain
4. (Melchior) Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain

5. (Kings) Glorious now, behold him arise, King, and God, and Sacrifice, Heaven sings Alleluia, Alleluia the earth replies. Refrain

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Carol #10				         Go, Tell It on the Mountain			  (Sung by the children)

The Peace  					         (Please stand)
Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:	And also with you. 

Announcements

The Holy Communion

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2

Offertory Anthem			O Holy Night (Cantique de Noel)	  		 Christ Church Choir				    	           By Adolphe Adam; arr. by John Rutter            	                Soloist: Amy Strachan

The Great Thanksgiving			     (Please stand)

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
People:	And also with you.
Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
People:	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation.  Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being; sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far way; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

(Please stand or kneel): Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at the table with his friends. He took bread, gave things to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the word you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant:      	Alleluia. Christ is the living bread from heaven: Emmanuel, God with us!
People:	Lord, give us this bread always!
Celebrant:	The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All are welcome at God’s table to receive Holy Communion. If you prefer to receive a blessing only, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest. If you need a glute- free wafer, please let the priest know.

Instrumental					 Still, Still, Still				  Trad. Austrian Carol
Communion Hymn                                It Came Upon a Midnight Clear


1. It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, Goodwill to men,
From heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies
They come with peaceful wings unfurled
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing. 
3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And warring human kind hears not 
The tidings which they bring; 
O hush the noise and cease your strife
And hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! The days are hastening on,
By prophets seen of old, 
When with the ever circling years
Shall come the time foretold, 
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling, 
and all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing. 
Communion Hymn  			              What Child is This


1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?  Refrain
2. Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear: 
for sinners here the silent Word 
is pleading.  Refrain

3. So bring Him incense, 
gold, and myrrh, Come, peasant, king to own Him. The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.  Refrain
Refrain: This, this is Christ, the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Post Communion Hymn		     	    Silent Night	        	  (Please light your candle from your neighbor)
									
1. 
1. Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother & child.
holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night,
 shepherds quake at the sight,
 glories stream from heaven afar,
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
 Christ, the Savior, is born!
3. Silent night, holy night,
 son of God, love’s pure light
 radiant beams from thy holy face,
 with the dawn of redeeming grace,
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.	
Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray: God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing	
May God, who sent the angels to proclaim the good news of the Savior’s birth, scatter the darkness from before your path, and fill your heart with joy!  And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever Amen! Amen.

Recessional Hymn				 Joy to the World


1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let Earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills
and plain, repeat the sounding joy.
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.

4.  He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.


Dismissal

Celebrant:	Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the birth of the Christ Child!
People:	Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 				     We Wish You a Merry Christmas			    Trad. English Carol
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Many thanks to all who participated in our service & pageant tonight:


Music Director: Tracy Carlucci
Pageant Directors: Vicki MarkAnthony & Katie Tressler
Sound: Dan Tressler

Instrumentalists:
Piano: Tracy Carlucci  Flute: Ella Carlucci 
Violín: Aidan Pryor, Andy Verrocchi, George Philips

Christ Church Choir:  
Aidan Pryor, Amy Strachan, Andy Verrocchi, Bob Ellwanger, Dan Carlucci, Dave McCann, 
Diane McCann, George Philips, Katie Tressler, Rachel Philips

Children’s Pageant Cast:


Narrator:  Bob Ellwanger
Mary: Ella Carlucci
Joseph: Finnian Flemma
Gabriel:  Stephen Sanders
Kings: Dan Carlucci, Dave McCann, George Philips
    Star of Bethlehem: Sloane Corbett
Shepherds: Danny Carlucci, Jaxson Progano
Sheep: Collin Wrabel, Camilla & Kyle Zhukovskyy
Angels: Anastasia Sanders, Emi Breyan, Ivy Corbett, Naya Pittman, Ophelia Enos, Talia Philips


Please join us for our upcoming services:

Thu 12/25: Christmas Day service at 10 am. Low-key service with Rev. Katy (pajama-attire welcome!)
Sun 12/28: Morning Prayer Service with Molly Adams at 9:30 am
Sun 1/4: Eucharist Service with Rev. Katy Piazza at 9:30 am

Find us online:
Website: www.christchurcheaston.com  
FB & IG: @christchurcheaston and @concertsonthehilleaston
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